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fall, marking dangerous reefs, and identifying harbor entrances. Today, 
approximately 750 lighthouses remain in the United States, standing 
along the Atlantic, Pacific, and Gulf Coasts and throughout the Great 
Lakes. More than half of them are still used for navigation. 

On August 7, 1989, we commemorate the 200th anniversary of the sign­
ing of the Lighthouse Act by our Nation's first President, George Wash­
ington. The Lighthouse Act estabhshed the Federal Government's role 
in the support, maintenance, and repair of these unique structures and 
commissioned the first Federal lighthouse. 

By the end of this year, the United States Coast Guard will have com­
pleted the automation of all lighthouses it currently operates, bringing 
an end to the proud and colorful era of maimed lighthouses. In coop­
eration with affected communities and concerned organizations, the 
Coast Guard is working to preserve the remaining structvu'es and to 
educate the public on the role of lighthouses in our history and culture. 
These groups have succeeded in having more than 200 lighthouses 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

In recognition of the historic value of our Nation's lighthouses and the 
ongoing efforts to preserve them so that they might be opened to and 
enjoyed by the public, the Congress, by Public Law 100-622, has desig­
nated August 7,1989, as "National Lighthouse Day" and has authorized 
and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of 
this day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim August 7, 1989, as National Lighthouse 
Day. I call upon the people of the United States to obsei-ve this day 
witii appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereimto set my hand this nineteenth 
day of June, in the year of oiu* Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-nine, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two him-
dred and thirteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 5994 of June 23,1989 

United States Coast Guard Auxiliary Day, 1989 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

This year marks the 50th anniversary of one of our Nation's most effec­
tive voluntary organizations: the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary. 

The United States Coast Guard Auxiliary is the civilian component of 
the U.S. Coast Guard. Diuing the past 50 years, its members have 
helped to ensure the safety of those Americans who participate in 
water-related activities. Dedicated to promoting safe, efficient vessel 
operation and increased knowledge of the laws, rules, and regulations 
governing boating, the Coast Guard Auxiliary offers a variety of public 
education programs. It provides boating safety instruction from kinder­
garten to the college level, as well as a special course for physically 
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challenged boaters. The Auxiliary also perfonns courtesy marine ex­
aminations of safety equipment on recreational boats. 

Through its support of the Cooperative Charting Program conducted by 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's National 
Ocean Survey, the Coast Guard Auxiliary assists in the updating of 
nautical charts. Atixiliary members also assist in search and rescue op­
erations on the high seas or other navigable waters, even at the risk of 
their own safety. 

As the popularity of recreational boating and other water-related activ­
ity increases, the voluntary efforts of the more than 35,000 members of 
the Coast Guard Auxiliary will become even more important. In recog­
nition of the generosity, concern, and personal sacrifices of the mem­
bers of the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary, the Congress, by 
House Joint Resolution 111, has designated Jime 23, 1989, as "United 
States Coast Guard Auxiliary Day" and has authorized and requested 
the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim June 23, 1989, as United States Coast 
Guard Auxiliary Day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
third day of Jime, in the year of our Lord nineteen himdred and eighty-
nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
himdred and thirteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 5995 of June 30,1989 

National Literacy Day, 1989 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Henry Peter Brougham once observed, "Education makes people easy 
to lead, but difficult to drive; easy to govern, but impossible to en­
slave." Literacy, as the foundation of education, is essential to a truly 
free people. 

The ability to read and comprehend the written word and to express 
oiu* own ideas effectively is vital to understanding and participating in 
democratic government. Every American should be able to read the 
Constitution and other great works that have shaped oiu* life as a 
Nation; each of us should also be able to convey informed opinions 
about issues and events that affect our families and communities. 

Literacy means more than the ability to read and write, however; it is 
the tool that enables us to learn from the past and prepare for the 
future; it is the vital characteristic of a work force that has the skills 
our jobs require and the ability to compete in a rapidly advancing 
global economy; it is also the rich legacy of families that pass on the 
love of learning from generation to generation. Literacy is not simply a 
basic skill, but a key that opens the door to the realm of ideas and en­
ables one to participate more fully in the world around us. 
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